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South Hills 


See you there! 


Wireless Association of 


Next Monthly Meeting: Thursday, October 3", 2019 


The next meeting of the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. will be on Thursday, October 3" 2019, in the 
Conference Room at the St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park, by South Hills Village & Village 
Square (map on the back page). The room is available at 6:30 PM. The meeting will be starting at 7:00 PM. 


First nominations for 2020 Club Officers will take place. Subjects for the meeting include the 2019 Pa QSO Party, upcoming 
plans for the rest of 2019 and 2020, and WASHFest 2020. 


Cover Photo: Bill Hill W3WH putting his new Flex 6400M through it’s paces 


Cover Photo by Linda Hill, courtesy of & © Copyright 2019 Bill Hill W3WH 


WASH 2019 OFFICERS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


President Tony Romano KB3BYA 
VP / Secretary Dan Campbell K3CMU 


VP / Treasurer Mark Stabryla NSRDV 
AND WE CouLpn’T Do IT WITHOUT: 


N3SH Trustee Larry Comden K3VX 
WASSH Trustee Rich Danko N3SBF 

NP2SH Trustee Paul Jordan NP2JF 

N3SH WA3SH NP2SH/B QSL Manager Ron Notarius W3WN 
NP2SH 2009 QSL Manager Carl Schroeder K9CS 

VE Team Liaison Ron Notarius W3WN 
Webmaster Curtis Turner KB3CMT 
Quartermaster Harold Rosenberger KZHCR 
WASH FM Net Manager Chuck Bihun KC3ELA 
WASHFest 2020 Committee Carol Danko KB3GMN, Chairman 
Bill Hill W3WH, Co-Chair 
Rick Bell KB3IAC 

Carol Danko KB3GMN 
Chuck Bihun KC3ELA 

Rick Bell KB3IAC 

Bill Hill W3WH 


Activities & Operating Events 
Ways & Means 

WASH 2M Contest Chair 
Field Day 2019 Coordinators 


CLUB-AFFILIATED REPEATERS, BEACONS, & DIGIPEATERS: 


N3SH/R 
N3SH/R 
N3FB/R 


PL 131.8 
PL 131.8 
PL 131.8 


Mt. Lebanon 
North Side 
Canonsburg 


146.955 MHz (-) 
442.550 MHz (+) 
443.650 MHz (+) 
St. Johns, VI NP2SH/B 28.276 MHz Propagation Beacon 
Canonsburg N3SH 144.390 MHz APRS Digipeater 


N3SH / WA3SH WASHNet, the weekly on-air net of WASH, meets every 
Monday Night, 8:00 PM ET, on the 146.955 & 443.650 repeaters. 
All radio amateurs, WASH members or not, are welcome to join in! 


THE LEGAL STUFF 


“The WASHRag™” (formerly “The Mariner ™”’ is the Official Newsletter of 
the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INc. (WASH), a 501.C.3 not for 
profit organization. 

Published Monthly with occasional Special Editions as warranted. 


This issue is © Copyright 2019 by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH 
HILLS, INC. 


Editor & Publisher: Ron Notarius W3WN 


Permission is granted to other Amateur Radio publications to reprint articles in 
this issue, provided the original author and “The WASHRag™” are given 
credit. Comments, articles, and requests for copies of or information about 
“The WASHRag™” should be mailed to the editor: 


Ron Notarius W3WN 
3395 Rosewood Drive, Castle Shannon, PA 15234-2546 
e-mail: newsletter at n3sh dot org or w3wn at arrl dot net 
“The WASHRag’, “The Mariner’, SHARCfest, South Hills Hamfest, 


WASHfest, WASHfest 2019, N3SH Net, WA3SH Net and WASHNet are 
™ trademarks of the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. 


The WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. was founded on August 
23, 1993, as the original SouTH HILLS AMATEUR RApiIo CLuB, and operated 
under that name through 1998. WASH was also known briefly in late 1998 as 
the N3SH AMATEuR Rapio C.uB. It is not in any way affiliated with the “South 
Hills Amateur Radio Club, Inc.” and is not responsible for that group, it’s 
members, or it’s actions in any way, shape, or form. 


As always, special thanks to the owners & operators of both the N3SH/R 
Repeaters and the N3FB/R Repeater System for permitting the WIRELESS 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. and it’s members to use their repeaters for 
club purposes. 
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WASH Amateur Ratio Club News Briefs 
Next WASH VE Test October 17" |B RH) O/T es 


The Next WASH VE exam sessions will be Thursday, October 17". Well It looks like another summer 


2019, 7:00 PM, at the WPXI Community Room,4145 Evergreen is gone. 


Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15214. Talk-in on the 146.955 MHz and 443.650 MHz ll ight | 
repeaters. All examiners are ARRL VEC affiliated. And now we are ro INg rig t into 


d 
Pre-registration is not required. Walk-ins welcome! the 63" PA QSO Party, | hope we 


But if you plan on attending the test session, please contact VE Team Liason can all get on the air and help out 
Ron Notarius W3WN: the N3ZK Team in Somerset 


Telephone (412) 572-6723 or E-Mail: w3wn at n3sh dot org County! Good luck guys!! 


Please bring the following to your test session: re : ; ; ; 
Picture ID or other suitable identification (2 forms of ID required) Additionally, this next meeting we have nominations for 


Pen / Pencil / Calculator club officers so | hope for a great turnout as always. 
Original FCC license plus a copy of license (if upgrading) 
Original CSCE plus a copy of CSCE (if upgrading) — 73, Tony Romano KB3BYA 


air or Gash nic amauntelerne (nayelie es RRE EG) President, Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. 
Future test dates: February 23, 2020 N3SH / WA3SH / NP2SH 


Ye Editor doesn’t have the usual topical tale to start off with, as he had to work on September 28", and as a result, missed the monthly 
get-together of the WASH Breakfast Gang, meeting as usual at Eat ’N Park, 3380 Washington Road (US 19) in McMurray. Thanks to 
Frank N3FB, we do know that this month the Gang was represented by N3IDH, WB4GCS, N3FB, KB3GMU and KE7FD. Topics 
covered hydraulics, news of the week, cats & dogs, tours of ships, heating systems, the upcoming Pa QSO Party, learning CW and 
Spanish, HF mobile, mobile radio installation, automobiles, WW II and Japan. 


Our next gathering of the Gang will be a spooky pre-Halloween one on October 26", returning to the Eat ’N Park, 3380 Washington 
Road (US 19) in McMurray, officially starting at 8:00 AM. While we don’t need a “head count” to reserve tables as we’ve previously done, 
please let Jim WB4GCS know ahead of time if you are planning on coming... if you don’t, though and decide at the last minute, we'll 
have plenty of room for you! See you there? 


A timely reminder... if you notice interference on the 146.955 repeater, please make sure you log the date & time and a summary of 
what you may have heard, and let Tony KB3BYA know. As many of you know, there have been reports of encroachment from users of a 
repeater on the same frequency in an adjacent state. If it reaches the point where something will need to be said, we (ie Tony, as Club 
Prez) needs to have something more than “we think we heard something.” Certainly no reason why we can’t all co-exist, but if a problem 
crops up, the sooner we can address it and resolve it, the better. 


Thank you: “Dear WASH Friends, September 7" was the actual day of the 50"" wedding anniversary for Bar and me. And (that day) the 
anniversary card arrived, signed in person by many of you. This lovely surprise overwhelmed us — we appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and all good wishes! With family headed to town in a couple of weeks, our big-time celebrations will continue. 73, 
Eric K3SGT, and 88 from XYL Barb” 


Operators needed: “Hi folks, | need operators for the following Red Cross Shelters from 9 Am to noon on Saturday, October 5th for the 
SET Drill: St. Paul AME Zion Church, 400 Orchard Place, Pittsburgh PA 15210; and Edgeworth Elementary School, 200 Meadow 
Lane, Sewickley PA 15143. There may be the possibility of a third shelter. We will be using the 147.09 Repeater” — Bob Mentes 
NU3Q, Allegheny County EC, ARES 


So what’s up next? The Big Kahuna of State QSO Parties is in 2 weekends, namely, the 2019 Pennsylvania QSO Party. (With all due 
respect to the California and Florida events, to say nothing of the Salmon Run and many of the others...). We know that there are at 
least three teams representing the club or composed of club members heading out into the countryside, namely N3SBF & KB3GMU to 
Clarion; KZHCR, W3WH & K3VX to Mercer; and N3ZK, N3FB, NOVLR and WB4GCS to Somerset. Plus N3IDH and others in 
Washington, and many club members from Allegheny as well. (And, of course, Ye Editor for the first time in 4 years doesn’t have a 
family conflict, so of course, he has to work all weekend. Well, at least there will be a few hours Sunday morning) 


For those of you who will be operating, even if it’s just for a little while, a picture and a little write-up for next month’s newsletter will be 
greatly appreciated. For those who would like to operate but don’t know how, check with one of the groups going out and see if they 
have room for you to tag along — or check with one of the gang operating from home and offer to lend a hand. Not only is Pa QSO one 
of the top state QSO contests in the country, but it’s also (IMHO) the most relaxed and most fun one to work. So DON'T sit on the 
sidelines, if you want to have fun. And don’t worry about license class or lack of experience. Just stick up your hand and jump right in! 


And don’t forget about next years KDKA Centennial Special Event Station(s), scheduled to take place at the end of October and 
beginning of November 2020. The 1x1 calls have been reserved, and plans are still being worked on. Anyone interested in helping out 
on the event, be it is a planner or an operator, should contact “Radio Free” Bob WC30O ... or better yet, join the Groups.io discussion 
group he’s setup for just that purpose. The event WILL be open to all SWPA amateur radio operators who want to participate, 
regardless of which club (if any) they belong to. 


Plans are also in the works for activating Dr. Frank Conrad’s old call (which later became the ‘experimental’ Westinghouse call for the 
KDKA Shortwave transmitters) 8XK and later W8XK, throughout the course of 2020, even if it won’t be part of the “official” celebration 
outside of the Special Event dates. These activations, when they happen, will also be open to all SWPA operators. More on that in the 
coming months. 


at a 


Join WASH or Renew your Membership Today !Membership Application on Page 13 
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‘Minutes, September Meeting WASH Spotlight: Recognition 


Dan Campbell K3CMU, Vice President/Secretary, WASH 


Call to Order: 19:10 hours; Presiding Officer: Tony Romano (KB3BYA) 
Pledge of Allegiance Moment of Silence: Silent Keys & Others 
Number of Members Present: 17; Numbers of Guests: 2; 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Treasurer: Mark Stabryla, (N3RDV) 


¢ Motion to Accept: Carol (KB3GMU); Seconded by: Bill (WA3VSS). 
Accepted: Yes. 


Secretary: Dan Campbell (K8CMU): 
¢ Are there any corrections to the Minutes: No. 


¢ Motion to Accept By: Carol (KB3GMN); Seconded by: Jim (WB4GCS) 
Passed: Yes 


Repeaters: Jim (WB4GCS): 

¢ “Repeating”; 

¢ 70CM down in transmitting power, another is expected to fail; amplifier 
expected in the near future; 

¢ | 2meter working fine. 

WASHNet 

¢ Charles (Chuck) Bihun, III (K3CELA): Monday net “Going Great’; 

¢ Glen (KE7FD) Tuesday Net with 2 people — 8:30 Tuesday nights 

Contests: Larry Comden (K3VX): 

¢  ARRL VHF Contest — Thursday — Sunday, 12" & 15" 


¢ PA-QSO-WASH members operating from Mercer County, Oct 13" & 14" Ye Editor is not used to getting awards, and was caught humbled and 
5 operators : , speechless at the last club meeting. But he does express his thanks & 


iati invol for the h : 
Public Service: Mike (WA3PYU) appreciation to everyone involved for the honor 


+ Diabetes Night Ride — 9/14; Every month we’re going to feature a WASH club member, something about 
¢ Great Race — 9/29; them, something they’re involved in or a club-related activity that we’re 
¢ ARES meeting — 9/21 involved in, in the WASH Spotlight. Submissions for the Spotlight should be 
Newsletter: Ron Notarius (W3WN);: published; request for photos and articles of Sent to Ron W3WN at newsletter at n3sh dot org 
interest. 
Volunteer Examiners: Ron Notarius (W3WN): Exam scheduled for Oct 17" at r/ Hil] WASH B Af T 
WPXL Ontmy TCanTas. 
Ways & Means: Please join us for the next WASH Breakfast! We usually 


get together on the LAST Saturday of every month for a 
chance to informally sit down, shoot the breeze, compare 
notes, drink lots of coffee, and just have a good time! 


Join us this month at Eat’nPark, 3380 Washington Road 


(US 19), McMurray. Start time is about 8 AM until 2??? 
Monitor 146.955 & 443.659 for talk-in or any last minute 


Carol Danko (KB3GMN): 

¢ | WASHFest main prize tickets for sale; need people to sell tickets starting 
now in order to pay for Flex Radio 6400M.; 

¢ door prizes are welcome; 

¢ Carol to purchase table at WACOM HamFest on behalf of the Club, Ron 
(W3WN) requested a second table.. 


changes. 
President's Report: Congratulations to Ron Notarius (W3WN). Joe Shupienis —= 
(W3BC), Western Pennsylvania Section Manager presented Ron (W3WN) ” All are WEIGH Me, Ait eae OFinot amateurs OF 


with the Gilbert L Crossley Award for 25 Years of Outstanding Service to 
the Amateur Radio community 

Old Business: Jim (WB4GCS) Planning 
another generator test near the end of 
September. 


New Business: 


Wireless Association of South Hills Membership 


Good of the Order: AA38GM KB3JHR N3SBF WASHFL  WASHTN Silent 
¢ Butler HamFest — Sunday 9/8 AB3NM KB30RO N8TDV oe am 
¢ Glen (KE7FD) Operating CW (see K3CMU KB3YCX N3ZK N3YPB Key s 
reflector for add'l information) Fd oe ee meee wacdye  DESEA 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: Carol (KB3GMN) [i oe ae wasnon Nee K3EED 
Seconded: Larry (K3VX) — KB3NVL K3LGM KSLIE 
‘ . KA3VXM KC3NWM W3RON KB3NVM KB3IJX KA3NMG 
Meeting Adjourned: 19:52 hours KB3BYA KC4WTT W3WH wasHon vane Wagner KB3ENX 
ee 
KB3GMN N3FB WA3VSS KB3JHQ 
KB3GMU N3KFD WA3WXR N3CZZ 
KB3IAC N3RDG  WB4GCS N3FZ 
KB3IVX N3RDV WO3Z N3HKQ 
N3KEH 
N30BD 
N3RNX 
N3SKR 
N3SRC 
N3ZEL 
N3XFE 
st W3ZLK 
Through October 1°, 2019 WA3JPP 


List complied by 
Mark Stabryla NSRDV, Vice President/Treasurer 


October 3" VASH Meeting 


October 5" -6"" 54" California QSO Party 
October 12"-13" 63" Pennsylvania QSO Party 
October 17" VASH VE Exams 


October 26" -27"" CQ Worldwide DX Contest SSB 


November 2" 4% = ARRL Sweepstakes CW 


November 342 WACOM Hamfest 


November 7" VASH Meeting 


November 16-18" ARRL Sweepstakes Phone 


November 237-24" CQ Worldwide DX Contest CW 


December 5" WASH Meeting 


December 6" -8"" ARRL 160 Meter Contest 
December 14°-15" ARRL 10 Meter Contest 
December 22"° ARRL Rookie Roundup CW 


December 28"-29" Stew Perry Topband Challenge 


December 31° Straight Key Night 
January 2" WASH Meeting 
February 6" WASH Meeting 
February 23" WASHFest 2020 


St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 
2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park 15102 


WPXI Community Room, 4145 
Evergreen Road, Pittsburgh PA 


St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 
2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park 15102 


St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 
2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park 15102 


St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 
2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park 15102 


St. Clair Hospital Outpatient Center, 
2000 Oxford Drive, Bethel Park 15102 


Home Economics Building, 3735 Buffalo 
Drive, South Park 15129 


Page 6 WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS 


aay 
“Seen "a ihe September Meeting Photos Courtesy of & © Copyright 2019 Ron Notarius W3WN 


VOLUME 21 ISSUE 10 


Flex G400M: My First impressions Bll Hil WSWH 


Chartiers Township, PA, September 11", 2019 — When the Club decided to offer the Flex 6400M as the first prize at our next WASHFest it got 
me thinking, | am on the list for the Elecraft K4 but since | didn’t put any money down who knows when | might receive that radio. I’m sure it will be 
excellent but my opinion is that it is kind of a K3S and P3 combined into one box. Elecraft has always had fine products, but since | sold my K3/P3 
combo, | haven't missed them. 


So, | began thinking about the Flex line. | did some research, and for the past several months I’ve heard Bob Greene raving about his 6400. To 
make a fairly short story even shorter, | ordered the 6400M w/ATU, and it now sits on my desk. 


The first thought | had when | took the radio out of the box was that they sent me an empty case because it is SO light (especially compared to my 

TS-990S @55lbs). Well after a few seconds, | realized that it’s really a computer disguised as a radio, so being light makes perfect sense. After | put it on the 
desk and pressed the power button and nothing much happened, | thought “oh no, what’s wrong”. Well, nothing is wrong, because being a computer, it takes 
about a minute to boot up. 


Being a software defined radio it is kind of foreign to a conventional radio kind of guy like me. 


After the radio booted up | was immediately impressed with the size and quality of the display. It’s 
actually big enough for these old eyes to easily see what it’s showing me. The next thing | noticed is 
how QUIET it is. It screams QUIET! There must be five or six noise mitigation features available that 
seem to be very effective. Being a 160 meter fan noise reduction is near and dear to me and I’m 
already in love with this box. 


Even though | love it that should not be confused with the fact that | don’t know how to use it’s 
features yet but | can see that once the learning curve is accomplished, I’m going to have a 
wonderful piece of equipment in my arsenal. 


Lest | mislead you, the radio isn’t perfect, IMHO. For example, the headphone and microphone 
jacks are only on the back panel which for me is inconvenient. I’ve also grown to like the 200 watts 
my TS-990S puts out and this radio only gives me 100 watts. Yes | know what amps are for, and | 
have one, but | still like the 200 watt feature of the Kenwood. Also the ATU will only handle a 3:1 
mismatch, whereas the Kenwood ATU can make the radio happy even with a 10:1. mismatch. So 


right now I’m using a Dentron Super tuner to deal with my non resonant center-fed Zepp. It is 


| knew when | ordered the radio that I’d have to deal with menus more often than I’m used to. My TS-990S 
has 138 buttons and knobs on the front panel which | love. | very seldom have to resort to a menu. On the other hand, the Flex has all the essential knobs and 
once | get it set up the way | want it, menu use will be somewhat rare (I hope). 


Flex does not supply a paper manual. There’s a fine manual on the web. But | may have to print all 178 pages before I’m satisfied. Bob Greene is Elmering me 
with this rig and before long He might even have me doing digital. Imagine that. 


Well that’s it. | thnk I’m going to be very happy with this rig in another couple months. If | were you dear reader | would buy lots of tickets for the Flex at our 
WASHFest this coming February. You won't go wrong. 


Contester Activities to Remain at Crowne Plaza during 
HANIVENEON 2020 sveican ratio Peay League 


Newington, CT, September 12, 2019 — Tim Duffy K3LR, reports that after checking out available facilities in 
the Dayton/Xenia area to host contest-related activities during the 2020 Dayton Hamvention®, the 
contester Super Suites will remain at the Crowne Plaza in downtown Dayton. 


“Local authorities have given assurances that there will be improvements during our stay for 2020,” Duffy 
said, noting that hotel security issues have been addressed and that parking garage work will be completed in 
time. 


Contest University (CTU) USA 2020 will be held at the Crowne Plaza on Thursday, May 14", all day, with 
registration on Wednesday, May 13". Reservations at the Crowne Plaza open on September 16" (Contest 
University room block — group code “CON”). Those who already filled out a 2020 Crowne Plaza hotel 
reservation form will receive an email confirmation. 


Others planning to attend may call the reservation line instead of registering online: (800) 689-5586 or (937) 
229-9853. 


Other contesting-related activities at the Crowne Plaza will include the Top Band Dinner on Friday, May 16", 
and the 28" annual Contest Dinner on Saturday, May 17". 


Newington, CT, September 30", 2019 — Julio Ripoll WD4R, Amateur Radio Assistant Coordinator of WX4NHC at the National Hurricane Center (NHC) 
explained Amateur Radio’s role during severe weather situations to interviewers from The Weather Channel (TWC). In a September 16" segment headlined as 
“Using Old School Tech During a Storm,” Ripoll — seated at WX4NHC — told Weather Channel interviewers Rick Knabb and Mike Bettes, that information NHC 
forecasters receive via Amateur Radio volunteers and spotters “sometimes fills in gaps they can’t get from satellites or reconnaissance.” 


Knabb recounted an occasion when he was trying to pin down information about a storm system in Central America. “The only way | was able to accurately 
document what happened with that system in Central America was because of data through the ham radio operators that relayed it,” he told Ripoll. 


Ripoll cited the WX4NHC volunteer staff of approximately 30 radio amateurs who gather and essentially screen information gathered via Amateur Radio for 
weather data that may be of use to forecasters. 


Pointing to the continued use of analog technology in a digital world, Bettes said Amateur Radio “may be a dinosaur, but you’re not extinct.” 


For his own part, Ripoll over the weekend expressed appreciation to WX4NHC, Hurricane Watch Net, and VoIP Hurricane Net volunteers for the time they 
donate during hurricanes and the reports they send to WX4NHC. 

“Sometimes, we sit for hours listening to static. Sometimes, we receive many reports that are unremarkable. Sometimes, we receive very few reports. But then 
there are those times that one or two reports make a difference,” Ripoll said. He noted that NHC Hurricane Specialist Stacy Stewart cited Amateur Radio in a 
Hurricane Humberto advisory. 

The advisory noted, “An Amateur Radio operator at Ports Island near the southern end of Bermuda reported a sustained wind of 75 MPH and a gust to 104 
MPH during the past hour. An Amateur Radio operator in Somerset Village recently reported a sustained wind of 70 MPH and a gust to 89 MPH.” 
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ARRI Renews Request for FCG to Replace Symbol Rate with 
BAMAWITI LBIITEE serercan ris ry ean 


Newington, CT, September 18", 2019 — In ex parte comments filed on September 17" in WT Docket 16-239, ARRL renewed its request that the FCC delete 
symbol-rate limits for data transmissions in the Amateur Service rules. As it did in its initial filing, ARRL asked the FCC to couple the removal of the symbol rate 
limits with the adoption of a 2.8 kHz bandwidth limit. In response to a 2013 ARRL Petition for Rulemaking (RM-11708), the FCC proposed deleting the symbol- 
rate limits but declined to replace them with the 2.8 kHz bandwidth that ARRL wanted. 


“This proceeding addresses an update to the Commission’s rules that is needed because a limitation in the rules unintentionally is inhibiting US amateurs from 
employing the latest improvements to some of the digital modes,” ARRL said in its remarks. “Data signals commonly used for daily communications as well as in 
disaster situations have bandwidths in the range of 2.5 kHz and must co-exist with other modes that use bandwidths as narrow as 50 Hz.” 


ARRL said the 1980s-era symbol-rate limits now inhibit the use of some efficient data modes. “The symbol rate limit uniquely prevents radio Amateurs in the 
United States from experimenting and innovating with a class of modern digital communication techniques that already are widely used in other countries,” ARRL 
told the FCC. “The limit also impairs the ability of Amateurs to improve support that they offer in times of disaster.” 


Repealing the symbol-rate limit would “allow shortened transmission times for the same amount of data without increasing the bandwidth occupied by the signal,” 
ARRL contended. “Other Amateurs would benefit by the resulting reduction in potential interference.” 


ARRL’s remarks also addressed issues raised by other parties. “Discussion by commenters in this proceeding delve into subjects well beyond its scope,” ARRL 
said, noting that it had attempted to broker consensus among “some of the most active commenters” with an eye toward exploring possible areas of agreement 
for the FCC’s consideration. ARRL noted that the parties to the ARRL-arranged talks declined to forward to the FCC “joint recommendations on which conditional 
agreement had been reached.” 


“The issues discussed with the parties are outside the scope of this Docket and would require a further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking before final 
consideration,” ARRL observed. “Some of the same issues also are raised in petitions for rulemaking on which the Commission has sought comment. Given the 
policy as well as factual disagreements evidenced in the record, we understand that the Commission may decide to consider some of these issues.” 


One of those issues involves automatically controlled digital stations (ACDS). Commenters’ concerns focused on interference that could occur with a move away 
from symbol-rate criteria. ACDS with signals wider than 500 Hz and below 29.7 MHz are confined to specific subbands. ARRL recommended that the FCC 
consider rule changes that would have all ACDS stations and digital stations with bandwidths greater than 500 Hz share identified subbands. 


ARRL said if additional signals are added to the ACDS subbands, as recommended, that it would strongly support expanding the HF ACDS subbands. But, 
ARRL added, “changing the subband boundaries requires study and careful consideration of trade-offs, because any changes will affect multiple user interests.” 
ARRL referred subband reformulation issues to its HF Band Planning Committee for study and recommendations. 


Some commenters also raised the issue of obscure and encrypted messages. ARRL pointed out in its ex parte remarks that it remains opposed to encryption in 
the amateur bands, but disagreed “with commenters who argue that the digital modes being used by radio amateurs around the world are per se ‘obscured’ or 
“encrypted.” 


ARRL noted that FCC rules permit the use of “new and innovative digital modes” without prior approval, if specified conditions are met. Digital techniques must 
use approved codes with publicly documented technical characteristics, and their purpose must be to facilitate communication and not to obscure content. 


US Ham Flies to UM to Present FO€ Honor 


Courtesy of Southgate Amateur Radio News 


London, England, UK, September 29", 2019-The Kent local press report radio amateur Bill Maxson N4AR, 
82, flew from the USA to meet retired Sheppey TV engineer Ted Trowell G2HKU, 96 


The Kent Online newspaper story says: 


2 


For more than 70 years, retired television engineer Ted Trowell and American heart specialist Bill 'Doc' us 
Maxson have been conversing over the airwaves as amateur radio 'hams'. 
Now the pair have met up at Ted's care home in Minster on the Isle of Sheppey. 


Bill, from Lexington, Kentucky, flew across the world to see his old pal and present him with the official con- 
firmation of his election as an Honoured Member to the world-wide First Class Radio Operators Club (FOC). 


Ted, 96, of Bromfield House in Minster Road, and 82-year-old Bill have been chatting since the late 1950s, 
first by Morse code and then by voice. 


But in all that time they have met only twice. The last was in the 1980s. 


Ted has been an FOC member since 1952. He had been interested in radio since he was a boy and held an 
amateur radio licence before the Second World War. 


He moved into his care home some years ago but the management allowed him to install a radio transmitter 
and receiver in his room. 


An aerial wire snakes out of his bedroom window and around the building, allowing him to remain in contact 
with other radio “hams” all over the world. ; : 


Read the full story at https://www.kentonline.co.uk/sheerness/news/american- @ ; 
radio-ham-82-flies-to-britain-to-meet-pal-aged-96-213141/ 


FOC 2014 Focus article: There’s No Excuse to be Inactive! By Colin Turner, 
G8VTT and Ted Trowell, G2HKU https://g4foc.org/resources/FOCUS% 
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VYUA — ORT 


Parke “J” Allen VY1JA, American Radio Relay League 


Whitehorse, YT, September 16", 2019 — Friends, 


After approximately 30 years of operation and over 110,000 contacts, the station 
VY1JA has gone QRT for operator health reasons effect 2019-09-14. 


¢ The remote operation of VY1AAA will QRT effective 2019-09-22. 


¢ Gear donated for remote station VY1AAA remains under the ownership and 
control of Gerry Hull W1VE, who is currently looking at rare remote 
operation elsewhere. | would like you to join me in thanking Gerry for his 
tireless efforts to keep YT/NT/VY1 on the air throughout the years of his 
operation and direction of remote operations. Without his help many of 
those thousands of contacts made would not have happened. 


¢ For VY1AAA QSL information please see the VY1AAA QRZ page. 


¢  Alllogs for VY1JA and VY@JA have been submitted to LOTW, eQSL.CC, 
ClubLog, QRZ, N3SL and JA3JM. 


¢ — If you want VY1JA paper QSL send to Steve N3SL, and if you are in Japan, 
send to Akio JA3JM. 


¢ | would like to thank Steve and Akio for their many years of service to the 
amateur radio community helping make QSLs available to thousands of 
amateurs world-wide. 


73, Parke “J” VY1JA (from his QRZ.COM page) 


Newington, CT, September 17”, 2019 — Well-known Canadian radio amateur J 
Allen VY1JA, of Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, has announced that he’s retiring 
from ham radio, citing long-term health issues and hearing loss. The familiar 
VY1JA call sign also has been retired. Allen will 
begin dismantling his station and antennas as early 
as this weekend. His last contact was with KA4UPI 
on September 14"". He has uploaded his logs to 
Logbook of The World (LoTW) and sent copies to 
his QSL managers. 


“After approximately 30 years of operation and over 
110,000 contacts, the station VY1JA has gone 
QRT for operator health reasons effective 2019-09- 
14,” Allen said on his QRZ.com profile. “All gear 
and antennas are for sale.” 


For years, VY1JA was an eagerly sought-after 
multiplier in the ARRL November Sweepstakes and 
other events, as well as a needed zone in DX 
contests. In recent years, as Allen has begun to 
step away from regular on-the-air appearances, his station has been operated 
remotely as VY1AAA by a team of Canadian-licensed operators located in the 
US. Allen said VY1AAA operation would cease on September 227. 


Gerry Hull W1VE/VE1RM, who has coordinated VY1AAA operations, told ARRL 
that he’s been searching over the past 6 months for another Northern Territories 
station that would be willing to host remote operation. 


“The VY1AAA team is greatly saddened by this turn of events,” Hull said. “Hams 
around the world will surely miss J and the VY1AAA team on the bands. J has 
been an incredible friend and mentor. Now it is time for us to help him off the air.” 
Hull said that over the past 4 years, the remotely operated station has logged 
more than 35,000 contacts, and QSL requests will continue to be honored. He 
invited inquiries via email. 


Allen thanked Hull for “his tireless efforts to keep YT/NT/VY1 on the air 
throughout the years of his operation and direction of remote operations.” 


Hull said Geoffrey Burns NE3K will be the new QSL Manager for VY1AAA, 
XO1X, and XK15@YUKON. 


Newington, CT, October 1*', 2019 — The Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) 
reports Australia’s communications regulator ACMA is reinstating the 
reciprocal arrangement for US Amateur Radio license holders. 


“The reinstatement follows a period of suspension of reciprocity precipitated by 
a complainant objecting to the granting of [Australian] licenses,” a WIA 
statement read. “The WIA believes that irrespective of the motivations of the 
complainant to raise their objections, the impact of the suspension was only to 
increase barriers to entry to Amateur Radio in Australia, and was most 
unhelpful.” 


The WIA expressed its pleasure that the restriction was lifted. A reciprocal 
license is valid only for 12 months from the date of issue and cannot be 
renewed or extended unless the holder passes the local regulations 
examination. 


— American Radio Relay League 


DN News Briefs 


eae 


EP3CQ is again QRV as 60100 through 6 October, in his e 
spare time, 80 — 10 CW & FT8, but primarily on 40 & 20 NPY 
SE pore N 


meter FT8. More information on his QRZ.Com web 


page, and “flash news” will be posted on Twitter: 


@ep3cq 


icine 


A35uJT is QRV through 7 October, holiday style, 160 —- 10. The team will be 
QRV during the Oceania DX SSB contest. More information at http://vk6qgr- 
iota.net QSL via MGOXO 


5X8C is QRV through 7 October as time permits. QSL via ON6NL 
S79VU is QRV through June 2021, 80 -10, SSB & Digital. QSL as instructed 


by VU2IIX, the operator 


7P8AO is QRV 1 — 19 October. More information at https://www.ha5ao.com. 
QSL via HA6AO (Note to FT8 ops: Make sure you exchange ‘RR73’ not 
‘RRR’ to ensure that you're in the log!) 
ZK3A is now QRV from OC-048 through 11 October, with a large 
international team of operators. More information at https:// 
tokealu2019.com. QSL via YT1AD. 


TR8CW should be QRV through 15 December, primarily CW. Online log at 


http://lesnouvellescx.fr/voirlogs.php QSL via F6AJA 


HB9DXB will be QRV from his “second home” as XV9DXB 2 — 9 October, 
80 40 20 & 10 CW & SSB. Look for him on 7019 and 14019 kHz CW. QSL 


via EB7DX 


A team of Bulgarian operatos will be QRV as T30GC 7 -23 October, 160 — 
10, CW SSB RTTY & FT8. There may be 2 — 3 stations on the air 
simultaneously. More information at htto://www,c21gc.com. QSL via LZ1GC 
SP6CIK & SP9FIH will be QRV as S79CI and S79W 18 — 19 October, HF, 
including the CQ WW DX SSB contest. More information at http:// 
s79.dxpeditions.org . QSL S79Cl via SP6CIK, S79W via SP9FIH 

9H3YY will be QRV 18 — 22 October, 80 - 10, CW & SSB. QSL via DL2URM 
VP6R will be QRV from 18 October — 1 November, including (they say) the 
first contest operation from Pitcairn during the CQ WW DX SSB contest. 
More information at https://pitcairndx.com 
VU7RI from Lakshadweep Island AS-011 will be QRV 19 — 31 October, 80 — 
6, CW SSB & FT8. More information at https://vu7ri.com QSL via MOKRI 


October. QSL via EC5AC 


KH8/K1TF will be QRV from Pago Pago OC-045 12 — 18 November, HF, 
CW SSB & Digital. QSL via JA1VND 
JF10CQ and JA8VE will be QRV as 5R8VX and 5R8KU from Nosy Be 
Island AF-057 12 — 25 November, HF, CW SSB & digital. QSL 5R8VX via 
JF10CQ and 5R8KU via JA8VE 
XE1B/4A1A and HK5OKY will be QRV from Cocos Island NA-012 as TI9C, 
tentatively 30 January — 9 February, 160 — 6 SSB, with up to 2 stations QRV 
at any one time. QSL via XE1B 
WB40MG will be QRV as C6AEI 24 — 26 January, during the CQ 160 CW 
contest. QSL via WB40MG 


3D2VR via DD@VR 
38DA@AO via HA5AO 
407CC via UA4CC 
4U1A via UA3DX 
5H3CA via RC5A 
5H3MB via IK2GZU 
5H3RRC via RC5A 
5Q2A via OZ2A 
5Q6EE via OZ2I 
5R8KU via JABVE 
5R8VX via JF10CQ 
5X8C via ON6NL 
6070 via M@OXO 
7P8A0O via HA5AO 
9H3YY via DL2JRM 
9K2K via EC5AC 
A35JT via MOOXO 
AM5Q@@SAN via 
EA7URF 
C21WW via YL2GN 
C6AEI via WB40MG 


QSL Routes 


CR3DX via OM2VL 
DL@FFF via DL2RPS 
DM460DA via DL9IGFB 
DR5@DIG via DH1PAL 
EJ1D via M@OXO 
GS8VL via MOOXO 
HF@PCK via SP1DPA 
HQ9X via KQ1F 
1Q1SM via IZ1GAR 
KH8/K1TF via JA1VND 
KL7SB via N4GNR 
LX7I via LX2A 

LX75V via LX1JH 
LZ16HST via LZ1BJ 
MD/OP2D via M@URX 
MD1U via M@OXO 
NL8F via N7RO 
OP75E via ON4CRD 
P29VIM via YO5BIM 
P49X via WOYK 
PH75AIR via PAQRF 


_ Q9K2GW will be QRV during the CQ WW DX SSB contest as 9K2K, 26 — 27 


PH75MG via PI4CQ 
R75YBO via RM3Y 
RO75RK via R1NU 
S5@WAAD via S5S9DKS 
S79Cl via SP6CIK 
S79W via SP9FIH 
SI6T via SM6LZQ 
SO7M via SP7PKI 
SP3RN via SP7PGK 
T3@GC vi LZ1GC 
TC1HUT via YM1KM 
TG9ANF/7 viaVE7BV 
TM19AL via FEKWP 
TM23QRF via F4DTO 
TR8CW via F6AJA 
VP5W via KD3TB 
VY@ERC via MOOXO 
XV9DXB via EB7DX 
YS1RS via EB7DX 
ZK3A via YT1AD 
ZM1A via ZL83CW 
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Information shown here is as supplied to the Courtesy of the American Radio Relay League 
WASHRag. Condition as stated, and all sales should ’ 2 


be considered “as-is” unless otherwise noted. All 


WASH Classifieds FES C fee News 


subject to prior sale or withdrawal from sale at the Newington, CT, September 9", 2019 —The FCC is seeking comment on a Notice 
owner’s discretion. All responsibility for this information | 0f Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that is part of an overall plan to transition 
lies with the source and not the WASHRag or the completely to electronic filing, licenses, authorizations, and correspondence. The 
WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. notice proposes to make all filings to the Universal Licensing System (ULS) 
completely electronic, expand electronic filing and correspondence elements for 
HAM RADIO INSURANCE related systems, and require applicants to provide an email address on the FCC 
ee ee Forms related to these systems. Although much of the FCC’s ULS filings are 


already electronic, the changes suggested in the NPRM (in WT Docket No. 19- 
212) would require all Amateur Radio Service applications to be filed 
electronically. Under current rules, Amateur Radio applications may still be filed 
manually, with the exception of those filed by Volunteer Examiner Coordinators 
(VECs). 


Canonsburg, PA 15317-0201 
Toll-Free 1-800-545-8881 


Fax: (412) 746-5944 
bill.hill@hamradioinsurance.com 


“All-Risk” Amateur Radio Equipment “Given the drastic changes that have occurred with regard to the ubiquity of the 
Insurance Plan for: _ internet and increased personal computer access, we find it unlikely that 
Radio Equipment Computer Equipment electronic filing remains infeasible or cost-prohibitive for the previously exempted 
Antennas Rotors & Towers — Computer Media & Software types of filers, or that they lack resources to file electronically,” the FCC said in 
Mechanical Breakdown & Electrical Damage Coverage the NPRM, which was released on September 6". “We therefore propose to 
eliminate Section 1.913’s exemptions to mandatory electronic filing.” 
Antenna Zoning or PRB-1 Issues? The FCC said that while the vast majority of ULS applications today are 
Contact: Michael S. Lazaroff K3AIR, Esquire submitted electronically, some are still manually filed, largely from exempted 
filers, such as radio amateurs. Last year, the FCC received some 5,000 


L ff hr, A L Hib 
OF Ves Na Gest ce PA 16056 manually filed applications out of a total of some 425,000 applications. Among 


: other aspects, the FCC is seeking comment on whether its underlying 
Phone: feads2-a005 assumptions about the ease of electronic filing for previously exempted filers are 
valid. 


This NPRM also seeks comment on additional rule changes that would further 
expand the use of electronic filing and electronic service. 


“Together, these proposals will facilitate the remaining steps to transition these 
systems from paper to electronic, reducing regulatory burdens and 
environmental waste, and making interaction with these systems more 
accessible and efficient for those who rely on them,” the FCC said. 


Comments are due within 30 days of the NPRM's release. 


The WASHRag Masthead is courtesy of Jeff Murray 
K1NSS, creator of DASHToons & Dash the Dog Faced 
Ham!! 

Find the online cartoons and stories of Dash the Dogfaced 
Ham & more at httos://wwwi/jeffkinss.com ! 

Shop for Dash items at his online store on Café Press, 
www.cafepress.com/shopdash 


US Amateurs by Class as of October 1°, 2019: The FCC is asking for public comments on procedural changes that, if adopted, 
Novice 9,236 would streamline many administrative hearings under the Communications Act of 
Technician 415,707 1934, as amended. 
General 189,540 “Currently, these hearings typically are conducted like trials in civil litigation and 
Advanced 42,496 include, among other things, live testimony before an administrative law judge, 
Extra 154.371 cross-examination of witnesses, and an initial decision by the administrative law 

i judge that is subject to review by the Commission,” the FCC said in a Notice of 

Club 12,730 Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in EB Docket 19-214. The FCC said its proposals 
Total 824,080 “are designed to supplement the Commission’s current administrative law judge 

All-Time High 02/11/2019 825,088 referral process and promote more efficient resolution of hearings.” 


Last 90 Days: New Amateurs 6,762 IPadopied the: propesals Would: ; ; 
Callsign Changes 2,473 + Codify and expand the use of a process that would rely on written testimony 
Class Changes 9 477 and documentary evidence in lieu of live testimony and cross-examination. 


No Longer Licensed 5 464 + Enable Commission staff to act as a case manager that would supervise 
All Updates (*) 25 861 development of the written hearing record when the Commission designates 


Save oe : ; itself as the presiding officer at a hearing. 
n renewals, re nges, etc. . : : ‘ ; ci 
( ineludee tenewals -addives chang Dispense with the preparation of an intermediate opinion, whenever the record of 


a proceeding can be certified to the Commission for final decision. 


According to the FCC, the proposed procedures would expedite its hearing 
processes, consistent with the requirements of the Communications Act and the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) while ensuring transparency and 
procedural fairness. 


The FCC’s current hearing rules provide that “any hearing upon an application shall be a full hearing in which the applicant and all other parties in interest shall 
be permitted to participate.” The FCC noted that it has, on numerous occasions, curtailed the use of oral testimony and cross-examination in particular 
proceedings, in order to expedite the hearing process. 


“In our experience, disputes in Commission proceedings typically involve criticisms by one party of the evidence proffered by another party or the legal 
significance of that evidence, not actual conflicts in testimony between two witnesses concerning outcome-determinative facts,” the FCC said. 


“We contemplate codifying and expanding the use of a written hearing process that can be used in most adjudicative proceedings, including those conducted by 
an administrative law judge. In particular, we propose to authorize the presiding officer to conduct a written hearing whenever factual disputes can be adequately 
resolved on a written record.” 


Among other proposed changes, the FCC would prohibit staff members who have taken an active part in investigating, prosecuting, or advocating in a case from 
serving aS a case manager and from advising or assisting the case manager in the same case. 


Information gathered from FCC Daily Updates, courtesy of Hamdata.com 


If you’ve downloaded the WASHRag from the N3SH web site, or picked up 
a copy from a friend... you can sign up to have the PDF copy sent directly 
to your email You do NOT have to be a member of WASH! 


Just send an email to wa3sh-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and the 


automation should take care of the rest! 
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a A Tale of Watts and the Pursuit Of DK 0 ss «ze 


Gilbert, AZ, June 2, 2019— As we sit here today at the beginning of summer in 2019, we ponder the lack of sun spots in the solar cycle and what it means to 
our favorite bands. Long gone are the days when 10 meters was wide open and you could work the world on 10 watts and a dipole. If you were there in 1959 
you know what | mean. 


| came into the amateur radio world in the summer of 1963 as a tenderfoot Novice class ham and | had the privilege of knowing our small town bank president, 
Cornell Hunter W8UVB, who had operated exclusively 10 meter AM phone during that sunspot cycle, the granddaddy of them all. His war surplus ART-13 
Collins transmitter coupled to a simple 3-element Yagi on a short tripod tower on the top of the third floor of his old Victorian house on High Street allowed him to 
work the world on 10 meters. 


As akid | would visit his shack every Saturday morning to exchange one copy of QST for another and with goggle-eyes roam all over the wallpaper on the shack 
walls. He had QSL cards from the most exotic places in the world on those walls and | would stay awake late at night reading “How’s DX?” in QST - long after 
my parents thought | was fast asleep - and dream of talking to hams like Cornell had done. 


It would be a few years before | could begin to work DX during the next sun spot cycles — always just running a hundred to two hundred watts at most into basic 
antennas like dipoles and Delta Loops at modest heights. Eventually we moved to Arizona and bought a home with a rather restrictive Home Owner’s 
Association and | was challenged with a way to chase DX and keep peace in the neighborhood. | solved that problem with two stealth verticals - one that 
covered 40 meters and another for 20-10 meters and wrote about these on my blog years ago. 


The blog is now gone but the antenna designs are still alive on the web. The 40 meter stealth vertical is described in great detail and has been preserved by an 
Italian ham now that my website is gone and you can examine it here: 


http://www.iw5edi.com/ham-radio/48/the-40-meter-stealth-vertical 


The 20 — 10 meter vertical was mounted near the 40 meter vertical and also able to be removed easily making it very unobtrusive and it is shown here: 


http://www.iw5edi.com/ham-radio/46/an-effective-10-20m-dx-antenna-for-deed-restricted-lots 


Both of these verticals were elevated off the ground on a second floor deck with the base approximately 12’ above ground with 2 elevated radials for each 
antenna and both were very inexpensive and highly effective. The DX performance for the antennas was remarkable during sunspot cycle 23 even running just 
100 watts from my transceiver. But | often would have to spend hours chasing DXpeditions or other rare stations before | would make the contact. If | hit the 
band conditions just right — like the late afternoon in Phoenix when | made a single call to a 4S7 in Sri Lanka or the early morning long path contact with the A6 in 
the Middle East — my 100 watts would work fine. But | often thought — what would it be like to chase DX if | had just a few more aB to the antenna? 


One day at lunch during the work week a couple of ham colleagues and | drove over to the HRO store in Phoenix and ogled all of the new gear. There on the 
table of used gear was a pristine desk-top linear amplifier. An LA-1000-NT which was a no-tune, 120VAC internal ~ 

power supply amp of small size and the owner would part for it for a mere $120. | picked that amp up and brought it 
home, just like the stray lost puppies our oldest son would bring home and we would adopt. 


It wasn’t long before | had the amp and a suitable antenna coupler hooked up and | was able to start a new life — 
running 500 to 600 Watts output. Amazing! Right there, snug on my operating table, that little gray box was making ae 
those 4 sweep tubes hum with SSB and CW while | operated from 40 to 10 meters on the verticals. Sige ee ee 


All of a sudden | was breaking pile-ups on the first call! The low angle radiation off the verticals — despite the poor wm ty mu no Amp Supply Co. 
ground conductivity of the Sonoran Desert and surrounding city — plus 600 Watts out made a dramatic difference on my 
DX success rate. My country totals began to soar. Why, that nifty little amp even worked well down on 160 meters and 
with a friend of mine, AB7E, we operated the CQ 160 Meter DX Contest and worked every state twice and a bunch of DX. | wrote that contest up and published 
an article on it in CQ Magazine in the January 2015 issue. 


What a difference another 500 watts makes — especially when the bands begin to fade with the low part of the sunspot cycle. 


When 20 meters is not cooperating, usually 40, 80 or 160 meters will be. With a few good antennas and 500 to 600 Watts you can write your own ticket for 
chasing DX. Nowadays it is probably unlikely you will come across an old LA-1000-NT amp for a hundred bucks, but you can still pick up a nice 600 Watt amp 
that uses 811A’s for a fair price and get in the game. 


My little desktop amp finally gave up the ghost when | inadvertently ran it into the vertical with a very high SWR. 


By then we had moved to Michigan and rather than replace the expensive old sweep tubes in the ‘1000-NT | handed it off to a friend and then got myself an AL- 
80B. 


Now | had a much bigger tube — the venerable 3-500Z and | had 220VAC run to my operating position to power the amp. 


| ran it on 40 meters for a few years and enjoyed the step up from 100 to 800 Watts output. There isn’t a hill of beans difference at the receiving end when 
someone hears me running 600 or 800 Watts output, but there IS a difference when you jump from 100 to 600 Watts out. 


Australian Amateurs Get 2x7 Contest Callsigns 


Courtesy of Southgate Amateur Radio News 


London, England, UK, September 30", 2019— The Radio Amateur Society of Australia (RASA) has successfully negotiated the issue of 2 x 1 callsigns (e.g. 
VK2A) for VK contest stations. 


“RASA developed terms of reference for a cross-sector committee to review options and make recommendations on how 2 x 1 callsigns could be implemented. 
Calls for expressions of interest to join the committee were promulgated widely. The committee was comprised of experienced contesters from across Australia” 
RASA President, Glenn VK4DU said. “The committee developed a series of recommendations, which we discussed with the Australian Communications and 
Media Authority (ACMA).” “I am very pleased to report that ACMA have agreed to our recommendations and that the VK 2 x 1 block (i.e. VK@A-VK9Z) will be 
made available for contest stations” Glenn said. 


The block will be managed directly by the ACMA’s outsourced provider, the Australian Maritime College (AMC). AMC will issue a letter of authorisation to each 
successful applicant. There will be no separate licence issued. 


2 x 1 callsigns will be available for Advanced licence holders, and each callsign will be issued for 12 months. The callsigns are only for use in contests — they are 
not available for general use. 


“Because of the limited number of callsigns available, the applicant must illustrate an ongoing commitment to contest operation by making a minimum 750 con- 
tacts over 4 contests in a 12-month period.” Glenn said. 


The AMC is currently preparing for implementation of the new callsign block. A further announcement will follow when AMC is ready to start issuing callsigns. 


Two Rivers ARC Hamfest 2020 
Sunday, March 29", 2020, 8:00 AM—2:00 PM 
McKeesport Palisades and Event Center 
100 Fifth Avenue, McKeesport, PA 15132 
Talk-in on 146.730 PL 131.8 Admission $5.00 
More Information at http://www.trarc.net 


Washington County 


Fairgrounds BN INE 
2151 N. Main Street, Washington PA 15301 as” SKYWARN 
rd First Prize: ICOM IC-7300 HF & 6 M Transceiver 
Sunday, November 3 Second Prize: ICOM IC-2730A 
Third Prize: Yaesu FTM-3200DR 
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM Fourth Prize: | Kenwood TM-281A 
Other Prizes To Be Announced 
Setup at 6:30 AM " 
Main Prize Drawing at 1 P 
Talk-In on 146.790 (131.8 PL) Winner Need Not Be Present To Win 
Black Box: What is it? It’s a Mystery! 
— Only 50 Tickets Sold! — 


VE Testing starting at 9:00 AM 
Breakfast & Lunch Will Be Available 


ke3tom@arrl.net 
Kestom carl nel Check www.wacomarc.org for Updates 


The sale of illegal amplifiers or Adult Material 
is strictly prohibited 


WASHIest 2020 


The South Hills Harnfest — Now in our TWENTY FIFTH big year! 
Sponsored by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 


Sunday, February 23, 2020 
8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shine (or Snow!) 
—— Economics Building, South Park 


3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Township, PA 15129 
Behind the Allegheny County Police Station on Brownsville Road 


Talk-In on 146.955(-) and 443.650(+) 131.8 PL 
Donation $5 


(800) 545-8881 


FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest 
courtesy of HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 
of Canonsburg, PA 


ge. MAIN PRIZES — You've Got to Play to WIN! 


F First Prize: 


FlexRadio Flex-6400M with Antenna Tuner 
y§ Second Prize TBA 
Third Prize TBA 


Please Note: Early 
Table Reservations 
must be paid in full on 
or before January 31%, 
2020. 

Reservations received 
after February 1‘, 2020 
must include payment 
in full. 


Additional Hourly Door Prizes! 2 Special Black Box Prizes (Separate Drawing)! 
Main Prize tickets are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00, 7 for $10, 15 for $20, 40 for $50, 90 for $100 


For Table Reservations, or More Information, Please Contact: 


All Prizes Subject to last-minute changes 
th 
th Carol Danko KB3GMN at (412) 884-1466 n3sbf@comcast.net 


Reserve now... we have 
sold out in advance ten 
years running! 


Please make all checks payable to: 
WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS 


PLEASE MAIL RESERVATION TO: 


WASHFEST 2020 


c/o CAROL DANKO KB3GMN 
4246 Seton Drive 


7 E-mail us directly at washarc@yahoo.com Check out our website too! www.n3sh.org 
Hamfest Table Reservation Form—Please PRINT LEGIBLY ALL INFORMATION 

Name: Email: 
Address: Phone: ( ) - 
City: State: Zip: 
Call Sign: 
Tables WITH Electricity: X $15.00 = 
Tables WITHOUT Electricity: X $12.00 = 

5 Or More Tables w/o: X $10.00 = 


Pittsburgh, PA 15227-1244 


We reserve the right to resell any tables not occupied by 
8 AM, unless prior arrangements have been made! 


portion % guhation oe, 
ara. WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. YNle 
— i 3 : : : Car) ee 
$ “ih g Membership Application, New or Renewal 3, “ih é 
+ 5 
| would like to join WASH! | am interested in the following type of membership: (1 New Membership (O Membership Renewal 
(check quarter —______») O 1st Qtr O 2nd Qtr O 3rd Qtr O 4th Qtr 
(check one t Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sept Oct-Dec 
O1 (F1) Full'’Membership: $20.00 $15.00 $10.00 $5.00 
O1 (F2) Full Membership < 18 or > 65 yrs of age: $10.00 $7.50 $5.00 $2.50 
O (A1) Associate Membership: $10.00 $7.50 $5.00 $2.50 


Ol (FM1) Family Membership ($3.00 x No. of household family members): $ 


Name(s): 
Name: Call Sign: 
Address: License Class: 
City, State: Expires On: 
Home Phone: Work Phone: 
Email Address: Birthday: 
New Members Only: ARRL Member? C1 Yes (1 No Family ARRL Member? D1 Yes (1 No 
O Ido NOT want to be added to the Club E-Mail Reflector 
O Ido NOT want to be added to the Electronic Newsletter Mailing List Date: 


[If you have an Email address, you Will be added to both lists UNLESS you choose to Opt-Out] 


Amount Enclosed: $ 


Signature: 


Please make your check or money order payable to the club treasurer, Mark Stabryla. 
The Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. reserves the right to accept or reject new memberships or renewals. 
Please return completed membership form along with check/money order to the club treasurer or mail to: 


WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS, INC. 
c/o Mark Stabryla N3RDV, VP/Treasurer 
1120 McKnight Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102-2456 


DXers have a choice! Ween 
Get a free two week trial of The Daily DX = py ‘ 
and The Weekly DX and decide for yourself 

which one best fits your needs for informing shell 
you of all the DX news! 


Send an email to bernie @dailydx.com or go to www.dailydx.com 


The Daily DX, 3025 Hobbs Road, 
Glenwood, MD 21738 Phone: 301-854-5650 


Arghh! HANDMADE 
What B 
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The WASHRag 
Wireless Association of South Hills, Inc. 
Ron Notarius W3WN, Editor 

3395 Rosewood Drive 

Castle Shannon, PA 15234-2546 
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